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Abstract:

This research examines the history of prisons and punishments in Islamic civilization in
terms of their origin, development, and social and humanitarian objectives. The study focused
on the concept of punishment in Islam, the types of penalties, and the legality of
imprisonment, in addition to the evolution of prisons across various Islamic eras, starting
from the time of the Prophet Muhammad *# and the Rightly Guided Caliphs, up to the
Umayyad and Abbasid periods. The research also discusses the conditions of prisoners and

their rights, as well as the reformative methods employed by the Islamic system in dealing
with convicts.
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The two researchers adopted the analytical historical method by reviewing jurisprudential and
historical sources, as well as modern studies. The study concluded that the penal system in
Islamic civilization was not based on vengeance, but rather aimed to achieve justice, reform,
and the protection of society. The results also showed that Islamic prisons evolved
organizationally and administratively with the development of the Islamic state, and that
Islamic law paid clear attention to the rights of prisoners and their humane treatment.

Keywords: Prisons, Punishments, Islamic Civilization, Ta'zir (Discretionary punishments),
Hudud (Fixed punishments), Islamic Jurisprudence.
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